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Pathways Listening, Speaking, and Critical Thinking is designed to provide practice for standardized exams, such 

as IELTS and TOEFL. This book has many activities that focus on and practice skills and question types that are 

needed for test success.   

LISTENING • Key Skills IELTS TOEFL PAGE(S) 

Listen for a speaker’s purpose x 27, 67, 154 

Listen for causes and effects x x 167 

Listen for examples or definitions x x 67 

Listen for gist or main ideas x x 7, 14, 26, 34, 47, 54, 67, 75, 87, 95, 106, 114, 126, 134, 

146, 154, 166, 174, 186, 194  

Listen for key details or information x x 7, 14, 27, 34, 47, 55, 67, 76, 87, 95, 107, 114, 126, 135, 

146, 154, 167, 174, 187, 194 

Listen for numbers, dates, times x x 74, 75, 91, 126, 167, 171, 191 

Listen for opinions or reasons x x 87, 95, 147 

Listen for repeated information x x 6 

Match information to a category x x 11, 20, 47, 67, 106, 107, 126 

Make inferences x x 7 

Predict what you might hear x x 14, 26, 114, 134, 146, 174 

Recognize a speaker’s point of view x 87, 100 

Recognize the order of information x 31, 34, 67, 74, 80, 87, 96, 111, 114, 151 

Take notes x x 14, 15, 35, 75, 94, 114 

Understand meaning from context x x 12, 52, 84, 107, 112, 132, 144, 164 

LISTENING • Common Question Types IELTS TOEFL PAGE(S) 

Check all the information you hear x 16, 100, 126, 134, 171 

Complete sentences, notes, or a diagram x 7, 12, 27, 35, 39, 40, 47, 51, 52, 55, 60, 75, 84, 91, 95, 

107, 114, 120, 126, 131, 132, 135, 144, 146, 154, 160, 

164, 167, 171, 174, 191, 194, 200 

Match information to a category x x 11, 20, 47, 67, 106, 107, 126 

Multiple choice x x 7, 39, 54, 60, 120, 140, 146, 174, 187 

Multiple response x x 11, 14, 20, 51, 91, 100, 126, 134, 151, 154, 186 

Put information in order x 31, 34, 67, 74, 80, 87, 96, 111, 114, 151 

Write short answers to questions x 71, 180, 199 
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SPEAKING • Key Skills IELTS TOEFL PAGE(S) 

Ask for and give clarification x 16, 48, 196 

Compare and contrast ideas x x 51, 110, 113, 126, 129, 169, 170, 186 

Describe past events or situations x 96, 97 

Discuss problems and solutions x x 74, 75, 106, 107, 182, 187 

Discuss pros and cons x x 8, 110, 140 

Discuss steps in a process x x 80 

Evaluate ideas x x 127, 174 

Express agreement or disagreement x x 129 

Express and support opinions x x 17, 37, 90, 110, 116, 117 

Express likes and dislikes x x 76, 77, 78 

Express possibilities and predictions x x 129, 130, 136, 149 

Give a short presentation x 40, 60, 79, 80, 180, 200 

Give advice or make suggestions x 79, 157 

Give reasons x x 36, 37, 38, 69, 77, 90, 100, 129, 157 

Rank or categorize things x x 51, 110, 117, 175, 186 

Say specific sounds correctly x x 8, 18, 29, 38, 56, 58, 90, 98 

Say words naturally and correctly x x 188, 198 

Use stress naturally and correctly x x 69, 78, 109 

SPEAKING • Common Topics IELTS TOEFL PAGE(S) 

Advertising and marketing x 41, 45, 46, 47, 50, 53, 54, 55, 60, 179 

Animals and nature x 161, 170, 171, 173, 179, 180 

Art and design x x 101, 141, 142, 145, 147 

Body and health x x 73, 87, 122, 133 

Cities and towns x 102, 113, 117, 120 

Communication x x 181, 182, 190, 200 

Earth, the environment, weather x x 61, 62, 65, 67, 75, 77, 78, 162, 173, 179 

Feelings and emotions x 21, 25, 135 

Food and food production x 81, 82, 85, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95, 96, 99, 100 

Friends and family x 10, 108, 193 

Habits and activities x 5, 10, 17, 89 

Houses and other kinds of buildings x 105, 107, 109, 110, 111, 119 

Memories and the past x 22, 25, 27, 30, 31, 37, 39, 40 

Personality, skills, and abilities x 5, 17 

Plans and goals (for the future) x x 11, 70, 137, 139 

Shopping x 42, 51, 170 

Sports and exercise x 74, 75, 77, 79 

Technology and the future x x 128, 130, 140, 181, 185, 187, 199 

Travel and tourism x 5, 165, 177, 195 

Work and jobs x 1, 2, 8, 13, 17, 19, 20 


