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Inside Reading Level 3  
Unit 3 Skill Review: Identifying Main Ideas vs. Supporting Details 

 
 
Name: ________________________   Date: _________________________ 
 
 
The Unit 3 Review Skill asks you to identify the main idea of each paragraph in Reading 1 and 
identify the supporting details. You can apply this skill to a whole text or to part of it.  
 
Each group of sentences below is from a paragraph in Reading 1. Read the sentences. Then label 
the main idea of the paragraph with MI and label the supporting details with D. 
 
 

1. __ For example, consider Seoul, South Korea, which instituted a policy that builders of 

     large projects had to pay for a public art piece. 

__ Many residents were not pleased with the resulting art.  

__ Public art often causes controversy. 

__ Although guidelines were recently changed, the unpopular sculptures remain. 

__ There is an ongoing debate about what to do with them. 

2. __ A senator once complained about some modern buildings making his city look cheap,  

     and the architect was jailed. 

__ If history, reveals anything, it’s that the art often outlives its controversy. 

__ Lynch says all kinds of people wrote negative comments about how the city was  

     wasting money on extremely ugly, distasteful, objects.  

__ This senator lived in Athens almost 2,500 years ago, and was complaining about  

     buildings, such as the Parthenon! 

__ Now just try imagining Athens without the Parthenon and the other buildings on the  

     Acropolis. 
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Answer Key 
 

1. _D_ For example, consider Seoul, South Korea, which instituted a policy that builders of 

large projects had to pay for a public art piece. 

_D_ Many residents were not pleased with the resulting art.  

_MI Public art often causes controversy. 

_D_ Although guidelines were recently changed, the unpopular sculptures remain. 

_D_ There is an ongoing debate about what to do with them. 

2. _D_ A senator once complained about some modern buildings making his city look 

cheap, and the architect was jailed. 

_MI If history, reveals anything, it’s that the art often outlives its controversy. 

_D_ Lynch says all kinds of people wrote negative comments about how the city was 

wasting money on extremely ugly, distasteful, objects.  

_D_ This senator lived in Athens almost 2,500 years ago, and was complaining about 

buildings, such as the Parthenon! 

_D_ Now just try imagining Athens without the Parthenon and the other buildings on the 

Acropolis. 

 


