
©Oxford University Press. Permission granted to reproduce for classroom use. 
 

Inside Reading Level 3  
Unit 9 Skill Review: Summarizing a Text Using Nontext Elements 

 
 
Name: ________________________   Date: _________________________ 
 
 
The Unit 9 Review Skill asks you to summarize each section in Reading 1, recording only the 
important facts for each date given. You are to use the present tense and use time words as 
necessary. 
 
Let’s take a look at how to do this with the sections below. Read each excerpt and then fill in the 
blanks with information from the Reading to summarize each section. Note that each blank may 
contain a word or a phrase. 
 
 
1206 
The Largest Empire 
A boy abandoned in the Mongolian grasslands with his mother and siblings later controls the 
largest empire in history. As a warrior, he conquers the tribes competing for control of Mongolia 
and brings them under his rule, thereby earning the title “Genghis Khan,” which means “ruler of 
all between the oceans.” Now acknowledged as a leader, he commences a lifelong career of 
brutal military campaigns. Throughout his reign, Khan commands a network of armies in 
different regions, all fighting on his behalf. He uses songs to communicate plans of attack to a 
largely illiterate officer group. These rhymes help soldiers remember and execute orders. Even 
now, stories of this legendary man continue to make the news. 
 
1206- The _______________________ is established. Genghis Khan unites a ______________  
 
of armies to fight for ______ and _________________ all of Mongolia. 
 
 
1296 
An Engineering Feat 
In an effort to compete with the beauty of the cathedrals in Pisa and Sienna, the Florentine elite 
commission Arnolfo di Cambio to build a great cathedral. He builds a nave so large, no one is 
certain how to construct a dome over it. Not until the fourteenth century is the problem solved. 
This time a competition is held to see who can devise a strategy to complete the dome. Filippo 
Brunelleschi wins the competition with his ingenious design. He uses a system of interlocking 
bricks so the structure can support itself. This engineering feat ushers in the Renaissance. 
 
1296- The Florentine rulers hire Arnolfo di Cambio to _________________________. However,  
 
once the nave is built, it is so ____________ no one is certain how to build a __________ over  
 
it. Not __________ the fourteenth century is the problem solved by Brunelleschi’s 
 
 _________________________ feat. 
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Answer Key 
 
Let’s take a look at how to do this with the sections below. Read each excerpt and then fill in the 
blanks with information from the Reading to summarize it. Note that the blank may contain a word 
or a phrase. 
 
 
1206 
The Largest Empire 
A boy abandoned in the Mongolian grasslands with his mother and siblings later controls the 
largest empire in history. As a warrior, he conquers the tribes competing for control of Mongolia 
and brings them under his rule, thereby earning the title “Genghis Khan,” which means “ruler of 
all between the oceans.” Now acknowledged as a leader, he commences a lifelong career of 
brutal military campaigns. Throughout his reign, Khan commands a network of armies in 
different regions, all fighting on his behalf. He uses songs to communicate plans of attack to a 
largely illiterate officer group. These rhymes help soldiers remember and execute orders. Even 
now, stories of this legendary man continue to make the news. 
 
1206- The largest empire is established. Genghis Khan unites a network  
 
of armies to fight for him and conquers/controls all of Mongolia. 
 
 
1296 
An Engineering Feat 
In an effort to compete with the beauty of the cathedrals in Pisa and Sienna, the Florentine elite 
commission Arnolfo di Cambio to build a great cathedral. He builds a nave so large, no one is 
certain how to construct a dome over it. Not until the fourteenth century is the problem solved. 
This time a competition is held to see who can devise a strategy to complete the dome. Filippo 
Brunelleschi wins the competition with his ingenious design. He uses a system of interlocking 
bricks so the structure can support itself. This engineering feat ushers in the Renaissance. 
 
1296- The Florentine rulers hire Arnolfo di Cambio to build a great cathedras. However,  
 
once the nave is built, it is so large no one is certain how to build a dome over  
 
it. Not until the fourteenth century is the problem solved by Brunelleschi’s 
 
 engineering feat. 
 
 


