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AUDIO SCRIPTS FOR EXERCISES

Unit 1
EXERCISES 1 and 2 pages 5–6 1.2
My name is Rolando Lopez. I am from Guatemala. I am a 
student at a community college. My major is engineering. My 
engineering classes are at night, and my English class is on 
Saturdays.
My wife, Susana, is a student here, too. Susana is in the 
nursing program. Her classes are in the morning. She is home 
with our children in the evening. They are in school during 
the day.
The students in my ESL class are from nine different countries. 
Some students are in their forties or fifties, but some are in 
their twenties. I am 35 years old. 

Unit 2
EXERCISES 1 and 2 pages 35–36 2.2
For my vacation next month, I plan to go to Washington, DC, 
with my family. Washington has many interesting museums 
and government buildings. We want to visit the National 
Museum of the American Indian. My son has a school project. 
He needs to know more about American Indian culture and 
history. The museum is big. It has four levels. We need about 
three or four hours to see everything.
We also want to visit the Air and Space Museum. I have some 
information about this museum. It’s one of the most popular 
museums in the world! About 7 million people visit each year. 
The museum shows the history of space exploration.
We also plan to visit the zoo. The zoo has giant pandas. My 
daughter loves pandas. 

EXERCISE 14 page 48 2.5
A: Where do you plan to go on your next vacation?
B: We want to go to Washington, DC.
A: What do you want to see and do there?
B: We want to visit the government buildings, of course, and 

the museums. We plan to go to the National Museum of 
the American Indian.

A: What kind of exhibits do they have there?
B: Some exhibits show the history of the American Indian. 

Others show their life and culture. They also have a theater.
A: What do they show in the theater?
B: Different things like the storytelling, dance, and music of 

American Indians.
A: It sounds like a big museum. How big is it?
B: It has four levels.
A: Wow! That’s big. How long does it take to see everything?
B: At least two hours.
A: How much does it cost?

B: It’s free.
A: Really? Nothing’s free! All the museums in my city charge 

money. Why don’t they charge any money in Washington 
museums?

B: We pay with our taxes.

Unit 3
EXERCISES 1 and 2 page 68 3.2
Maybe you rent an apartment now, but in the future you plan 
to own a house. You probably have a lot of questions. For 
example, what is better, a house or a condo? Here are some 
things to consider.
Do you want control over all your decisions? Then a condo 
probably isn’t for you. Condos are part of an association. The 
association has a lot of rules. For example, some associations 
don’t allow dogs. 
Are you very busy? Do you have time to shovel the snow 
in the winter or take care of the lawn in the summer? 
Homeowners have a lot of responsibilities. If you don’t have 
time for these activities, then home ownership is probably 
not right for you. If you own a condo, the association pays 
someone to do these jobs, but you pay a maintenance fee 
each month. 
Do you have kids? Maybe you want a yard where they can 
play and a garage for their bicycles and toys. Then a house is 
a better choice.

EXERCISES 11 and 12 pages 79–80 3.6
A: I have a problem in my apartment.
B: What’s the problem?
A: The landlord doesn’t provide enough heat. I have to wear a 

sweater all the time in the apartment.
B: Why don’t you talk to the building manager? Maybe the 

heat doesn’t work.
A: Maybe. There’s one more problem. I have a neighbor who 

has a small dog. The dog makes a lot of noise. We share a 
wall, and I can hear the dog through the wall.

B: I don’t have problems like that. We have a very nice 
building manager. If there’s a problem, I send an email, and 
she takes care of it right away.

Unit 4
EXERCISE 1 pages 91–92 4.2
My name is William Henry White. My nickname is Bill. My 
wife’s name is Elizabeth White. Her nickname is Lizzy. Her 
name is almost the same as her grandmother’s name. 
Grandma’s name is Elsbeth. Some married women use only 
their husband’s last name, but Lizzy uses both her own name 
and my name. Our son’s name is Charles. His friends call him 
“Charley.” Charles’s teachers prefer to call him by his real name.
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I like to hear about people’s names. The meanings of names 
are so interesting. For example, the meaning of my name is 
“protector.” And the meaning of my son’s name is “man.” Do 
you know your name’s meaning?

Unit 5
EXERCISE 1 page 116 5.2
A: I’m watching an interesting show. Do you want to watch, 

too?
B: I’m not doing much now. Maybe. What is it about?
A: It’s about parrots. These parrots are living in the wild in 

Africa. A scientist, Steve Boyes, is studying Cape parrots 
of South Africa. Boyes and other scientists are trying to 
protect the land where these parrots live. People are 
cutting down forests. Parrots are losing places to make 
their nests. They’re looking for food, but they can’t find 
enough. So many of them are dying. Boyes is working with 
local people on a project to plant trees. He’s trying to give 
these parrots a place to make their nests.

EXERCISES 6 and 7 page 124 5.4
Many animals are losing their places to live. Humans are 
taking land from animals. Which animals are suffering 
because of humans? Big cats, such as lions, tigers, snow 
leopards, and cheetahs, are. The population of these animals 
is going down quickly. Only about 4,000 tigers remain in the 
wild. What are we doing to protect big cats? 
Luke Dollar, a National Geographic Emerging Explorer, is 
a scientist who is working on the Big Cats Initiative. This 
program is helping people learn about the problems that big 
cats are having. People need education about endangered 
animals. Many people don’t know that these animals are in 
danger and that we don’t have much time left to save them. 
“Do we want to live in a world without lions in the wild?” asks 
Luke Dollar.

EXERCISE 9 page 128 5.6
Some people think that climate change is nothing new on 
Earth. They often say that warming and cooling happen 
all the time. This is true. But these people don’t realize one 
important thing: humans are causing climate change now by 
our activities. Scientists say we need to make changes now to 
stop it. Some companies understand the danger of climate 
change and our part in it. They are starting to make changes. 
But some companies don’t want to make these changes. It 
costs money to make changes. Some companies care more 
about money than the environment. 
Some activities of modern life are hurting our planet. What 
are we doing about it? Some scientists say, “Not enough and 
not fast enough.”

Unit 6
EXERCISES 1 and 2 pages 137–138 6.2
Jobs in the future will be different from the jobs of today. 
As people change jobs or retire, companies will need to 
replace workers. New technology also affects jobs. More 
people are shopping online, so store workers will find fewer 
job opportunities. Business practices are changing, too. For 

example, more and more stores are offering self-service 
checkout. What will this mean for cashiers? Many people will 
soon be without a job. Many factors will affect jobs of the 
future. The Bureau of Labor Statistics tries to let us know what 
the future will be for workers 10 years from now.

EXERCISES 6 and 7 page 142 6.4
A: There’s going to be a program about artificial intelligence 

on TV tonight.
B: What time is it going to be on?
A: At 9:00 p.m. But I’m not going to watch it tonight. I’m 

going to watch it later.
B: Why aren’t you going to watch it tonight?
A: I have a biology test tomorrow. A friend and I are going to 

go to the library to study. Do you want to watch it with me 
this weekend? I think I’m going to watch it on Friday night. 
Are you going to be free then?

B: Sorry. My brother is going to be in town this weekend, so 
we have a lot of plans.

A: When are you going to be free?
B: Next weekend.
A: I think I’ll watch it this weekend. I’m going to write an essay 

about Ray Kurzweil for my computer class next week.
B: Who’s he?
A: A “futurist.” He thinks technology is going to help people 

live forever.
B: He sounds a little crazy to me. 

Unit 7
EXERCISES 2 and 3 page 156 7.2
December 17, 2003, was the 100th anniversary of the Wright 
brothers’ first flight. There was a six-day celebration at Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina, the location of the first flight. A crowd 
of 35,000 people came to see the flight of a model of the first 
airplane. The audience included some famous people, such 
as Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. They were the first men to 
walk on the moon.
It cost $1.2 million to make a copy of the original plane. 
People hoped to see the Flyer go up in the air. The weather 
was bad that day. It rained hard. The crowd waited with 
excitement in the rain. But the Flyer failed to fly. A wing hit 
the ground, and the plane stopped. Mechanics repaired the 
engine and wing. The crowd waited again for a second try. 
The plane needed wind to lift off, but the winds were very 
calm that day. The Flyer flew for 12 seconds in 1903. It never 
got off the ground at all in 2003.

Unit 8
EXERCISES 1 and 2 page 185 8.2
Businesses use several strategies to get customers. One 
strategy is giving samples. Shoppers like to try a new product 
before buying it. Stores want you to buy the product, so they 
give you a sample.
Many stores have special offers each week. They know that if 
you are already in the store for the sale item, it’s convenient 
for you to buy other items there, too. 
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Another way to get a customer’s attention is with good 
service. A salesperson may ask you, “Do you want me to 
take this to your car for you?” There’s no extra charge for this 
service. It isn’t necessary to tip this person for the service.
There is so much competition between businesses. They 
need to use all kinds of strategies to get our attention and 
encourage us to shop at their store.

EXERCISES 9 and 10 pages 193–194 8.4
Manufacturers often send coupons to shoppers to encourage 
them to buy a new product. If you receive a coupon for a 
new kind of toothpaste, you might want to try it. Coupons 
have an expiration date. You should pay attention to this date 
because you can’t use the coupon after this date.
Stores have weekly specials, but there’s usually a limit. You 
can’t buy more than the limit. If you see a sign that says, “3 for 
$5,” you don’t have to buy three items to get the special price. 
You can buy just one or two.
What should you do if a store has a special, but you can’t find 
the item on the shelf? If the item is sold out, you can go to the 
customer service desk and ask for a “rain check.” A rain check 
allows you to buy this item at the sale price even after the 
sale is over. A rain check has an expiration date. You must use 
the rain check by this date.
If you see a sign that says “rebate,” this means that you can 
get money back from the manufacturer. You have to mail the 
receipt to the manufacturer. Also, you have to fill out a small 
form. It may take 6 to 8 weeks to get your money. You should 
keep a copy of the receipt. 

Unit 9
EXERCISES 1 and 2 pages 213–214 9.2
Packaged foods at the supermarket have a lot of nutrition 
facts. This information can help you make healthy choices. 
But it can also be confusing. Let’s look at some of the 
categories on a package of food.

• Serving size. If the package says “serving size: ½ cup” and 
you use a whole cup, double the calories.

• Calories. This section also shows the number of calories 
from fat.

• Fat. Not all fats are the same. The fat in nuts, olive oil, and 
avocados is healthy. Many cookies, potato chips, and 
other snacks contain unhealthy fats.

• Sodium. Limit your intake of salt. It can raise your blood 
pressure.

• Carbohydrates. Carbs give us energy. But there are 
good carbs and bad carbs. Healthy carbs come from 
beans, vegetables, fruits, and whole grains. Brown rice is 
healthier than white rice. Avoid bread and pasta made 
from white flour. Sugar is a bad carb. It provides empty 
calories and can lead to type 2 diabetes. Fruit also has 
sugar, but it has vitamins and minerals, too.

• Protein. Fish, chicken, eggs, and beans are healthy 
sources of protein. Limit red meat.

Unit 10
EXERCISES 1 and 2 page 237 10.2
A popular site in Washington, DC, is the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. Four million people visit it annually. It is simple 
and beautiful with the names of dead soldiers from the war 
carved into black stone. Who created this beautiful memorial? 
Was it a famous artist? No. It was Maya Lin, a 21-year-old 
student at Yale University. 
In 1980, there was a national contest to create a memorial. Lin 
went to Washington to study the space carefully. She wanted 
visitors to a war memorial to look at death honestly. A 
committee looked at almost 1,500 applications and thought 
Lin’s design was perfect. She won. 
Some war veterans protested strongly against her unusual 
design. They wanted a more traditional design: statues of 
soldiers with an American flag. But Lin’s design became a 
reality. In 1982, the memorial was finished. 

Unit 11
EXERCISES 1 and 2 pages 257–258 11.2

1. The most populated city in the United States is New 
York. It has about 8.5 million people. It is more populated 
than Los Angeles.

2. In population, the United States is the third biggest 
country in the world. Only China and India are bigger.

3. In area, the United States is also the third largest country 
in the world. Only Russia and Canada are larger.

4. San Jose, California, has the highest cost of living in the 
United States. But the cost of living in Singapore is much 
higher.

5. The tallest waterfall in the United States is Yosemite Falls 
in California. But Niagara Falls is more famous.

6. California is the most populated state. It has about 40 
million people. There are more people in California than 
in New York State.

7. Alaska is the largest state in area. Alaska is even larger 
than Texas.

8. Phoenix, Arizona, gets the most sunshine. Bellingham, 
Washington, gets the least sunshine.

9. The oldest state is Delaware. The newest state is Hawaii.

Unit 12
EXERCISE 1 page 278 12.2

1. Irving wanted to become a pilot. 
2. Someone believed in him.
3. He likes to help young people.
4. He wants to inspire young people.
5. Jobs in science and engineering are going to grow.
6. Young people are learning from Irving. 
7. Irving will continue to fly.
8. Teachers should empower students.
9. It’s interesting to learn about Irving’s life.
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EXERCISES 6 and 7 pages 284–285 12.4
A: Hi, Mom. This is Lena.
B: Hi, Lena. I’m happy to hear your voice. You never call. You 

just send short text messages.
A: I’m sorry, Mom. I don’t have much time.
B: Why don’t you have time?
A: I have to work, go to classes, and participate in activities all 

day. Last weekend, we went to Virginia.
B: Who drove?
A: No one. We took the subway. Public transportation is really 

good here.
B: Are you getting enough to eat this summer? Who cooks for 

you?
A: I’m learning to cook this summer. Are you surprised?
B: Yes, I am. When you were home, you never cooked.
A: Nicole and I often cook and invite our friends for dinner on 

the weekends.
B: Who’s Nicole?
A: I told you about Nicole in my text yesterday. She’s my 

roommate. She comes from California.
B: Oh, yes. Now I remember. How’s your job? Do you like it?
A: It’s great! I’m learning so much this summer.
B: Do you have enough money?
A: No, I don’t. I spent most of my money. I needed to buy 

professional clothes when I arrived.
B: Can you come home for a weekend? We’ll pay for your 

ticket.
A: I can’t, Mom. We sometimes have activities on weekends, 

too.
B: Will you call again next week? 
A: If I have time, I will call you.
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